
TRUMANSBURG — BEYOND THE MARKET
A Million Stories Begin 
With a Place We Call Home
by Roy Allen

On a Wednesday afternoon, there is 
a special kind of energy in Trumansburg, 
New York.

At the Summer Farmers’ Market, 
farmers arrange the morning’s harvest, 
bakers display their creations, food vendors 
serve up something delicious, and musi-
cians provide the soundtrack. Friends catch 
up. Neighbors exchange news. Children 
discover something new. Someone stops 
to talk with a person they haven’t seen in 
weeks.

For a few hours, the market becomes 
more than a place to shop. It becomes a 
reminder of what makes a community a 
community.

For more than two decades, the 
Trumansburg Farmers’ Market has 
brought people together through 
farms, food, music and a shared ap-
preciation for the place we call home. 
It is one of the village’s most welcom-
ing traditions—and a wonderful place 
to begin telling a much bigger story.

Welcome to Trumansburg — 
Beyond the Market

With this 11th issue of The Acci-
dental Reporter: Trumansburg Farm-
ers Market Edition, we are expanding 
our lens. The market will always 
be part of our story, but it is really 
just the beginning. Today, we want 
to introduce readers to the people, 

businesses, places, traditions and ideas that 
make Trumansburg and the surrounding 
community distinctive.

Because there is so much more to 
discover.

There are the people who open their 
doors early, pour the first cup of coffee, 
prepare a favorite breakfast, bake the bread, 
serve the pizza or welcome regulars who 
have been coming for years. There are in-
dependent businesses whose owners know 
their customers by name, local producers 
who turn regional ingredients into memo-
rable meals, and entrepreneurs who bring 
fresh ideas to familiar streets.

There are artists, musicians, craftspeo-
ple, teachers, volunteers, organizers and 
community builders. There are generations 

of families with stories to 
tell, newcomers finding their 
footing, and neighbors quietly doing the 
things that make life better for someone else.

Some of these stories unfold on Main 
Street. Others take place on country roads, 
behind shop counters, in studios, kitchens, 
classrooms and backyards. Some are about 
businesses that have become local institu-
tions. Others are about people with an idea, 
a passion or a little determination who are 
creating something new.

All are part of the larger picture.
And that picture extends beyond food.
Trumansburg’s identity is woven from 

its small-town character, its independent 
spirit, its creative energy and its connection 
to the Finger Lakes landscape. From the 

arts and music to local history, outdoor 
recreation and community traditions, 
there are countless ways to experience 
this place. The annual GrassRoots Fes-
tival, the Trumansburg Conservatory 
of Fine Arts, the Ulysses Philomathic 
Library, local history collections and 
nearby Taughannock Falls are remind-
ers that a community’s character is 
shaped by far more than its storefronts.

Yet the everyday moments matter 
just as much as the big events.

A conversation over breakfast. A 
familiar face behind the counter. A 
shopkeeper who remembers what you 
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THE INSIDE SCOOP

Beyond the Market: Where 
Trumansburg Goes to Eat

Essay by Roy Allen 
Interviews and Photos by Pakiza Aminulakyzy

Ten conversations. Plenty of favorites. 
One deliciously diverse community.

Ask ten people in Trumansburg where 
they like to eat, and don’t expect ten iden-
tical answers. Ask them why, however, and 
a common ingredient begins to emerge: it’s 
not just about what’s on the plate. It’s about 
the experience, the people, the memories—
and finding a place that feels just right.

For this edition of The Inside Scoop, 
we took our weekly question beyond the 
Farmers’ Market: “What’s your favorite food 
place in Trumansburg beyond the market?”

The answers were as varied as the appe-
tites of the people we met.

For some, the choice was easy. Atlas 
Bowl came up more than once, earning 
praise from diners who know that a bowl-
ing alley can be much more than a place to 
knock down a few pins.

“I’m going to say Atlas,” one respondent 
told us. “It’s a bowling alley, but they make 
very good food there. I like Atlas.”

Another agreed, choosing 
Atlas after enjoying meals there 
relatively frequently. It was a 
reminder that some of our favorite 
food destinations offer something 
extra: an activity, a gathering place, 
or an excuse to spend a little more 
time together.

Sometimes, dinner comes with 
a side of bowling.

Pizza also made a strong show-
ing. One person simply declared, 
“The pizza place,” while another 
singled out New York Pizzeria as 
“pretty good.” A third described a 
choice between the Italian kitchen 
and the pizza place, ultimately 
settling on pizza.

No elaborate explanation was 
necessary. Sometimes a good slice 
makes the argument all by itself.

Little Venice was another 
popular answer. One couple, new 
to the area and visiting the market 
for only the second time, chose Little Venice 
because it was the only local restaurant they 

had tried so far. Their verdict? “We 
did love it.”

That’s a promising beginning to 
life in a new community: finding a 
place you enjoy enough to recom-
mend, even when your list of local 
discoveries is still growing.

Others had a longer list of favor-
ites. Garrett’s, El Amigo, Creekside 
and the Falls all earned mentions. 
One respondent praised Garrett’s, 
then added the Mexican restaurant, 
describing its food and people favor-
ably, before mentioning Little Venice. 
The conclusion was simple: “There 
are a lot of places to eat.”

Indeed, there are.
But perhaps the most heartfelt 

response came from someone who 
chose Main Street Market.

“That’s really a hard one,” the 
respondent began, acknowledging a 
fondness for the Grasshopper at the 

Farmers’ Market before settling on a day-to-
day favorite.

“My favorite day-to-day place is proba-
bly Main Street Market on Main Street. It’s 
amazing. It has great fresh food. It always 
tastes fantastic, and it warms my heart every 
time.”

That last phrase deserves a moment of 
attention.

It warms my heart every time.
We often talk about food in terms of 

taste, price, convenience or presentation. 
But food has a remarkable ability to connect 
us to places and people. A favorite meal can 
become a familiar ritual. A neighborhood 
market can become part of the rhythm of 
daily life. A good experience, repeated over 
time, can make a place feel like home.

And that’s what this question was really 
about—not identifying one undisputed 
winner, but discovering the many ways peo-
ple experience their community through 
food.

One respondent summed it up with 
three names: “Main Street Market. Little (Photo: Pakiza Aminulakyzy)
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Venice. El Amigo. They’re all very good.”
Another chose Creekside. Others 

returned to the pizza place or Atlas. And 
one person offered a wistful reminder that 
favorites can change as a community does: 
“Hazelnut would have clearly been my 
favorite, but it closed.”

Even a closed restaurant can leave a 
lasting impression. Its place in someone’s 
answer tells us that a food establishment 
can become part of a personal history—and 
part of the story of a town.

That’s why we’re asking these questions.
As The Accidental Reporter: Trumans-

burg Farmers Market Edition expands to in-
clude Trumansburg — Beyond the Market, 
we want to discover more about the places 
people love, the businesses that serve them 
and the experiences that bring neighbors 
together. We want to hear from longtime 
residents who remember how things used to 
be, newcomers who are discovering the area 
for the first time, and everyone in between.

We also want to make it easier for 
readers to discover something new. Perhaps 

you’ll revisit an old favorite after reading 
this. Perhaps you’ll finally try the place 
someone has been recommending for years. 
Or perhaps you’ll tell us about a hidden 
gem that deserves a little attention.

After all, a community’s food story is 

never finished. New owners bring new 
ideas. Familiar establishments keep tradi-
tions alive. Some places become gathering 
spots for generations, while others make 
a lasting impression in the time it takes to 
enjoy a single meal.

So here’s our invitation: Get out there. 
Eat local. Meet someone new. And tell us 
what you discover.

Because beyond the Farmers’ Market, 
Trumansburg has plenty to offer—and the 
best way to find out is to pull up a chair.

YOUR TURN: What’s your favorite 
place to eat in Trumansburg, and what 
makes it special? Tell us about the food, the 
people, the memories or the little things 
that keep you coming back. Your answer 
might inspire someone’s next favorite 
meal—and become part of our next com-
munity story.

The Inside Scoop is part of The Acci-
dental Reporter’s ongoing effort to celebrate 
the people, businesses, places and everyday 
experiences that make Trumansburg a com-
munity worth discovering.

came in for last time. A musician playing 
for the sheer pleasure of bringing people 
together. A business owner who takes a 
chance on a new idea. A volunteer who 
shows up because someone needs help.

These are not necessarily headline-mak-
ing events. But they are the details through 
which we come to understand a place—and 
one another.

That is where The Accidental Reporter 
comes in. We believe everyone has a story 
worth sharing. You don’t have to be a pro-
fessional writer, a public figure or the owner 
of a celebrated business. You simply have 
to have something interesting to tell us 
about the people and places that make this 
community what it is.

Our mission is to pay attention. We 
want to introduce readers to the people be-
hind the businesses, the inspiration behind 
the art, the memories behind the traditions 
and the ideas shaping the community’s fu-
ture. We want to celebrate the places people 
love, while also discovering the unexpected 
stories that might otherwise go untold.

We also want this publication to be a 
conversation, not simply a collection of 
articles. What makes a place special to you? 
Where do you take a friend who is visiting 

for the first time? Which local business 
deserves a little recognition? Who in your 
neighborhood is doing something remark-
able without asking for attention? What has 
changed over the years, and what should 
never change?

The pages that follow offer a first taste 
of this expanded mission. Our Inside Scoop 
takes readers beyond the Farmers’ Market to 
explore some of the places where Trumans-
burg gathers, eats, relaxes and reconnects. 
Think of it as an invitation to try somewhere 
new, revisit an old favorite and look at famil-
iar surroundings with fresh eyes.

And think of this issue as the beginning 
of an ongoing journey.

In the coming editions, we hope to 
meet more of the people who make this 
community tick, hear more of the stories 
that connect its generations, and discover 
more of the creativity, kindness, ingenuity 
and independent spirit that often go unno-
ticed in the rush of everyday life.

We can’t promise to find every story. 
But we can promise to keep looking.

Because a community is not just a col-
lection of buildings, businesses or events. It is 
a living network of relationships, memories, 
ambitions and shared experiences. Its char-
acter emerges from the people who show up, 
contribute, care and make a place their own.

The Farmers’ Market gives us a wonderful 
place to meet. Now let’s venture beyond it.

Trumansburg has a million stories. We 
are here to help tell them—one person, one 
place and one unexpected discovery at a 
time.

So, the next time you find yourself at 
the market, remember that the story doesn’t 
end when you pack up your purchases and 
head home.

In many ways, that’s where it begins.
Welcome to Trumansburg. Welcome 

to Beyond the Market. And if you have a 
story to share, we’re listening. You, too, can 
become an Accidental Reporter sharing 
your story with our readers.
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SUMMER VENDOR DIRECTORY
Allie’s Lemonade 

facebook.com/p/Allies-Lemonade- 
61578148632946

Bluebird Dream Farm
www.bluebirddreamfarm.net

Boland Thomas Vineyards 
facebook.com/btvineyards

Boundary Breaks 
boundarybreaks.com

Boundary Breaks Vineyard 
boundarybreaks.com

Briar Burr Gardens 
briarburrgardens.com

BYOC Refillery 
byocrefilleryithaca.com

Cayuga Lake Creamery 
cayugalakecreamery.com

Ciderhood 
instagram.com/ciderhood

Craftavia 
craftaviamarket.org

Crosswinds Farm & Creamery 
crosswindsfarmcreamery.com

Fossil Creek Farm, LLC 
facebook.com/p/Fossil-Creek-Farm-

LLC-61575587772894

Gardella’s Goodies 
facebook.com/gardellasgoodies

Hector Hot Peppers 
hectorhotpeppers.com

JJ’s Dogs & More 
facebook.com/p/JJs-Dogs-and-More- 

61578524374664

Jojo Cook 
jojocookflx.com

Know Your Roots 
knowyouroots.com

Linear Eccentricities 
www.instagram.com/ 

lineareccentricities 

Little Clover 
www.littlecloverwine.com

Lucky Hare Brewing 
luckyharebrewing.com

Montour Falls Tea Company 
montourfallstea.com

Moonlight Epiphanies 
moonlightepiphanies.org

Mountain Moor Farm 
mountainmoorfarm@gmail.com

Mush Love Greens 
facebook.com/mushlovegreens

On the Street Pita 
facebook.com/onthestreetpitas

Rashida Sawyer Bakery 
rashidasawyer.com

Redbyrd Orchard Cider & Kombucha 
redbyrdorchardcider.com

Sage Hen Farm 
sagehenfarmlodi.com

Seneca Shimmer  
facebook.com/p/Seneca-Shim-

mer-61557730122976/
Shibui Bath LLC 
shibuibath.com

Silo 
silofoodtruck.com

Simply Red 
simplyredevents.com

Six Circles Farm 
sixcirclesfarm.com

Tastes of Wine Country 
facebook.com/TastesOfWineCountryCafe

The Grasshopper 
grasshopperthai.com

The Grey Moon Homestead 
facebook.com/TheGreyMoonHomestead

Three Stone Farm 
threestonefarm.com

Waids Honey & Glenwood Farms 
glenwoodfarms.com
Wide Awake Bakery

www.wideawakebakery.com
Wixom Farm 

wixomfarm1895.com
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This edition of The Accidental Reporter was made possible with the support of our local community partners 
who believe in celebrating the people, places, and stories that make Trumansburg, New York special. 

Please join us in thanking these businesses and organizations for supporting our shared community stories.


